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G ROWTH I N M ORGAN C OUNTY
Youth Connections is proud to announce that we have opened a
satellite office in Martinsville! This new location not only allows us to
offer local availability of programs such as the Children’s Visitation
Center and Custody Evaluations, but also allows for easier accessibility and growth in the programs currently running in Morgan
County.
Since 2000, Youth Connections has provided high-quality mentoring services to Morgan and Johnson County with our Jumpstart program. Jumpstart mentoring focuses on providing underserved youth
with the resources and information they need to succeed in life and
become functional members of society. Over 300 youth have participated in this program!
In conjunction with our current Jumpstart programming, Youth
Connections and the Metropolitan School District of Martinsville are
partnering to begin a pilot mentoring project at Smith Elementary in
Martinsville. This initiative is incredibly unique to the area and much
needed. We look forward to sharing more information about it in the coming months.
For more information on the Jumpstart mentoring program, please contact our office at (317) 738-3273.

C ANVAS F OR A C AUSE
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 BOC - A Continued
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Brushes, easels, smocks and canvas… Join us on August 13 th for
an evening of paint and pints as you tap into your inner Rembrandt!
Canvas For A Cause, hosted by Indiana Members Foundation, is
a fundraiser event to support Youth Connections and the 2nd annual
Dancing With The Johnson County Stars. This event will be held at
Greek’s Pizzeria and Tapp Room on the square in Franklin. Beer
and wine will be available for purchase. Appetizers will be provided
by Youth Connections.
Excerpt from www.imf4kids.org

Local artist, James Martin, will lead you through each brush stroke, inspire you to do
what you didn’t think was possible, and make you smile each step of the way as you
paint your very own masterpiece.
All necessary tools are provided for each participant to paint a work of art they will take home that
night. We look forward to sharing an evening of relaxation and creativity with you!
Please see the included flyer for additional information. Registration is available at www.imf4kids.org.

Johnson County Office: 460 N. Morton Street, Ste. A, Franklin, IN 46131
Morgan County Office: 159 W Morgan Street, #1, Martinsville, IN 46151
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DANCING WITH THE JOHNSON COUNTY STARS
The 2nd annual Dancing with the Johnson County Stars
will be held on September 25th & 26th at the Historic Artcraft
Theatre. This dance competition and fundraiser offers up an
evening of entertainment that helps support local service
agencies.
Last year’s event was a huge success. Originally scheduled for one show on Saturday night, tickets sold out so
quickly that a Friday show was added. The event also surpassed the overall fundraising goal by $80,000.
This year, the Friday night show has been designated as
Family Night. Ticket prices are $10 (17 and under) and $20 (18+). Saturday night admission ($30) is for
adults only and will include a glass of wine, a beer, or popcorn and a soda. Tickets are available for purchase at Youth Connections.
Greg Ilko, VP of CrossRoad Engineers, will be representing Youth Connections. Greg will attend
dance lessons at the Arthur Murray Dance Center for a total of 4 months. When asked about his experience so far, Greg responded:
The dancing instruction by Andrea has been really good, and I greatly appreciate her
patience with me. It has been a lot of fun, and I’m starting to settle into the routines
pretty well. Win or lose, I just hope that my self-humiliation raises a ton of money for
the kids!
Youth Connections is positive that Greg’s performance will do just that! Tickets are limited so get yours
soon! You don’t want to miss out on this exciting evening of entertainment.
For more information on the event, visit www.dancestar2.com or check out their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/dwtjcs.

Building
Confidence…
because there is not
just one right way to
make art.

SUMMER FUN WITH JUMPSTART
Youth Connections’ Jumpstart program has continued to provide exciting and
engaging programming for students this summer. This summer’s Jumpstart has
taken a focus on experiencing the arts. During sessions at the Brooklyn Park
Center, students have been engaging in hands-on art creation as well as
field trips to the Indianapolis Art Center and the Ivy Tech John Waldron Arts
Center.
For additional information on the Jumpstart after-school program please
contact our Program Coordinator, Chris Wilhelm, at 317-738-3273 or
chris@youthconnections.org.

H OST H OME F AMILIES N EEDED
Safe Place offers youth a place to turn for help in various situations. At times these youth are looking
for guidance and reassurance in making a wise decision but more often, the need is for more than that.
The Host Home program, which works in tandem with Safe Place, gives youth in Johnson and Morgan
counties access to temporary shelter for up to 21 days. Although circumstances surrounding a need for
shelter always varies, the need remains the same.
Without the help of volunteer families throughout our communities, this need cannot be met. Youth
Connections appreciates those Host Home families who are an integral part of our team, but we still need
additional families in both Morgan and Johnson counties who can
Nancy Tinkle
open their heart and home to youth in need.
Program Coordinator
Please contact our Safe Place/Host Homes Coordinator, Nancy
Safe Place/Host Homes
Tinkle, for additional information on how your family can become a
Ph: 317-738-3273 x-103
safe haven for a youth in need.
Email: nancy@youthconnections.org
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TOM THE TOOLMAN’S TOOL BOX
TOOL #88 - AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
HELP GROW HEALTHY & SUCCESSFUL KIDS AND TEENS
Children grow up in a society that demands expertise in everything.
You really cannot sit back and decide that learning from textbooks is
enough for the overall development of your child. It’s the age of specialization and your child cannot afford to miss out on this window of
opportunity. So, scour your locality for the most advantageous programs and enroll them for the ones you think are the best.
After school programs are basically designed to develop a talent or
skill that is ignored by regular schools. These programs could be educational or recreational in nature. Whatever type they are, they basically aim to keep the child active and
interested.
The most important advantage of a good after school program is that it widens your child’s area of interests. He or she is introduced to new things, sometimes interesting, sometimes challenging. Mastering a
new art form or a new skill increases the child’s self-esteem. It also allows you to introduce your child to
new career options. A child attending a music class may decide that she likes it so much that she wants to
make a career out of it in the long run.
Socialization is another great advantage of after school programs. Children get to meet others who
share their interests and make new friendships. An acting class or a
soccer class can be lots of fun. Many of these programs coach children for performances or matches. Performing on stage or playing a
match can be a great experience for a young child.
After school programs keep your teenager busy. He or she thus
has some amount of protection from destructive habits like drugs or
alcohol. Surveys indicate that children who are kept busy through
diverse absorbing activities are less prone to abuse, depression and
burnout. Significant increase in achievement and attendance and a reduction in dropout rates are other
advantages of a good after school program.
Most after school programs have children interacting with one or more adults. This allows them to benefit from positive relationships with adults. Children often find it difficult to confide in parents and teachers,
(Continued on page 4)

U PCOMING E VENTS
WHAT:

CANVAS FOR A CAUSE

WHEN:

AUGUST 13TH - 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM

WHERE: GREEK’S PIZZERIA AND T APP ROOM
18 E JEFFERSON ST - FRANKLIN, IN
WHAT:

DANCING WITH THE JOHNSON COUNTY STARS

WHEN:

SEPTEMBER 25TH (FAMILY NIGHT)
SEPTEMBER 26TH (21 AND OVER)

WHERE: THE HISTORIC ARTCRAFT THEATRE
FRANKLIN, IN

WE CANNOT ALWAYS BUILD
THE

FUTURE FOR OUR

YOUTH, BUT WE CAN

BUILD OUR YOUTH
FOR THE FUTURE.
FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
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BOC - A CONTINUED SUCCESS
Youth Connections held it’s 7th Breakfast of Champions fundraiser
in June. The continued growth of this event led us to a new location
this year with Greenwood Christian Church hosting.
Judge Andy Roesener, the keynote speaker, did a wonderful job of
bringing further awareness to the pivotal role played by the services
and programs offered at Youth Connections.
John and Robyn Collier, a Host Home family, shared pieces of
their experiences with the youth they have hosted in their home.
They challenged those attending to not only help support Youth Connections in it’s mission, but to also
snap a “Safe Place selfie” and post a challenge for others to do the same.
The morning wrapped up with a live auction and pie sales. Auction packages included Chanel perfumes
from Macy, golf certificates, a wine tasting event at Mallow Run Winery and many other items.
A big thank you goes to the awesome team from Kohl’s, pictured above, who assisted us throughout the
event and clean up afterwards. These ladies volunteered their time to help out and it was very appreciated!
Thank you to all who attended. We appreciate your support of Youth Connections!

TOM THE TOOLMAN’S TOOL BOX
(Continued from page 3)

but may open up with other adults.
Many children are put into recreational after school programs so
that they reduce weight and remain healthy. A newly emerging trend
shows that about 15% of children below the age of 16 are obese.
Parents who cannot put their children on a strict diet resort to sports
and games to burn fat. With cases of child diabetes on the increase,
this has become a prime focus of many after school programs.
A good after school program has many benefits. It keeps the child entertained as well as busy, and thus
prevents children from becoming addicted to TVs and PCs. By giving them ways to burn up their excess
energy and explore their creativity, after school programs help to shape the overall personality of the child.
Here are some resources in looking for and evaluating after school programs:


Indiana Afterschool Network
Non-profit organization that is dedicated to afterschool & summer learning by inspiring,
empowering, and connecting youth workers, partners, and advocates at state and local
levels. IAN believe that together schools, communities, and families can create an inspiring day of learning.



Afterschool Alliance
Non-profit organization dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of afterschool
programs and advocating for quality, affordable programs for all children. It is supported by
a group of public, private and nonprofit organizations that share the Alliance’s vision of
ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by 2010.



Afterschool.gov
Offers one-stop access to government resources that support after school programs. The
site is designed for anyone who cares about kids ages 6-18, including providers, parents,
kids, and teens.

(CHILD DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, 2015)

