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MISSION STATEMENT
Youth Connections serves atrisk youth through crisis
intervention, community
education and mentoring to
foster positive relationships
and self-worth.

It’s our birthday and a big one at that. Youth Connections has turned 40! WOW….40.
While many “people” dread their 40th birthday…we are embracing ours with joy and
happiness.
In June of 1976, Youth Connections opened its doors as the Johnson County Youth
Services Bureau. By October of the same year, the JCYSB was incorporated and a
nine member Board of Directors was elected. The primary goal of the agency was to
establish a “shelter care facility.” Initial funding for agency operations came from the
Comprehensive Employment Training Act (CETA) and the Indiana Department of Public Instruction. In 1976, our yearly budget was $87,500. In 2005, we began using the
name Youth Connections and in 2006 we began providing services in Morgan County.
Fast forward 40 years and not only are we still serving children and families but now
we are providing services in Johnson and Morgan County and in a much more sophisticated way. We still have a small, dedicated staff but our budget has increased to
$343,000. We’ve come a long way in 40 years and know that there is a still a lot of
work to be done.
Some people question whether or not our services are still needed as badly as they
were in 1976. Things have certainly changed in the past 40 years. The world is much
more technologically advanced and bullying, drug use, human trafficking, homelessness, divorce and crime are much more prevalent than in 1976. As many of the celebrities kids look up to are constantly spotlighted in the media for negative behavior,
the attitude of today’s youth becomes jaded. Where do they turn? Who do they
trust? Who will help them learn how to survive in today’s world? We believe the services provided by Youth Connections are even more important today than 40 years
ago.
So as long as the need is there and funding allows….Youth Connections will be there
for the children today and in the future.
Thanks for your support.
Judith R. Duncan
Executive Director

Johnson County Office: 460 N Morton Street, Suite A, Franklin, IN 46131
Morgan County Office: 159 W Morgan Street, #1, Martinsville, IN 46151
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Safe Place in Your Community
In March, as our county’s youth prepared for Spring Break, Safe Place
hosted Indiana’s Lifeline Law - Make Good Decisions presentation at Franklin Community High School. This presentation educated over 1500 students
on the dangers of underage drinking, destructive behaviors and how the
Lifeline Law helps protect our students if there is a need for medical attention due to alcohol consumption.
Together the students repeated the following pledge:

Summer provides
opportunities beyond
the school walls for
Safe Place to connect

I will do my best to make good decisions.
If someone needs help I will make the call.
If I need help, I give you permission to make the call.
Youth Connections joined alongside our newest Safe Place site,
Greek’s Pizzeria & Tapp Room, for our very first “Dine to Donate”
fundraiser. The fundraiser was well received and the food was
AMAZING!!

with youth

Safe Place Program will continue to educate youth and their
families this summer at many events that are outdoors throughout Johnson and Morgan County.
Greenwood Freedom Fest Parade
Fast Track
Boys & Girls Club
Franklin Parks & Rec - pool

Johnson County 4-H Parade
YMCA
Bicycle Rodeo
Jimmy Nash Park - pool

Look for us at these locations and more!
Nancy Tinkle – Safe Place Coordinator

Providing More Than Shelter
Our Host Home program
continues to have a need
for volunteer families
throughout Johnson and
Morgan counties.
If you know someone
who may be interested,
please give them the
contact information
listed in this article.
Thank you!!

Safe Place offers youth a place to turn for help in various situations. At times these youth are
looking for guidance and reassurance in making a wise decision but more often, the need is
for more than that. The Host Home program, which works in tandem with Safe Place, gives
youth in Johnson and Morgan counties access to temporary shelter for up to 21 days. Although circumstances surrounding a need for shelter always varies, the need remains the
same.
Without the help of volunteer families throughout our communities, this need cannot be
met. Youth Connections appreciates those Host Home families who are an integral part of our
team, but we still need additional families in both Morgan and Johnson counties who can
open their heart and home to youth in need.
Nancy Tinkle
Please contact our Safe Place/Host Homes Coordinator,
Program Coordinator
Nancy Tinkle, for additional information on how your family
Safe Place/Host Homes
Ph: 317-738-3273 x-102
can become a safe haven for a youth in need.
Email: nancy@youthconnections.org

Page 3

Jumpstart Your Summer
We have finished up the school year in Jumpstart. It was
an exciting year with lots of fun! We had many field trips
including the Children’s Museum, Indianapolis Art Museum, and the Indianapolis Zoo. Each group also had an end
of the year pizza party to celebrate the start of summer.
We want to thank the families that braved the cold to
come out to our Jumpstart Quest Camp Kickoff! The event
was a success. We enjoyed the animals from Newport
Aquarium and Bill Nitchkse entertained the crowd with
some amazing BMX tricks despite a last minute change to an indoor location.
Several families registered for Jumpstart Quest Camp and the registration is still open. There are four sessions, listed below, to choose
from. These camps will combine mentoring as well as STEM education for grades 3-8. We have several presentations by local professionals scheduled as part of the camp as well. Spots are limited so
call or stop by the office and sign up!!
- Shana Gilbert, Program Coordinator

Upcoming Events
What: Dancing with the Johnson County Stars
When: September 9 & 10—7:00 pm
Where: The Historic Artcraft Theatre - Franklin

What: Ballgowns and Bowling Shoes
When: October 22, 2016
Where: Southern Bowl - Greenwood

Jumpstart Quest Camp
registration is still open.
Take advantage of this
free STEM camp.
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Hot Topic - Cyberbullying
Excerpt from:

Cyberbullying: Identification, Prevention and Response
Written by: Sameer Hinduja, Ph.D.; Justin W. Patchin, Ph.D. at the
Cyberbullying Research Center

Why is cyberbullying becoming a major issue?
Cyberbullying is a growing problem because increasing numbers of kids are using and have
completely embraced online interactivity. A remarkable 95% of teens in the US are online and,
three-fourths (74%) access the internet on their mobile device. They do so for school work, to
keep in touch with their friends, to play games, to learn about celebrities, to share their digital
creations, or for many other reasons. Because the online communication tools have become
such a tremendous part of their lives, it is not surprising that some youth have decided to use
the technology to be malicious or menacing towards others. The fact that teens are connected
to technology 24/7 means that they are susceptible to victimization (and able to act on mean
intentions towards others) around the clock. As alluded to, it is also easier to be hateful using
typed words rather than spoken words face-to-face. And because some adults have been slow
to respond to cyberbullying, many cyberbullies feel that there are little to no consequences for
their actions. Many even feel that there is little chance of detection and identification, let
alone sanction.
Cyberbullying crosses all geographical boundaries. The Internet has really opened up the
whole world to users who access it on a broad array of devices and for the most part, this has
been a good thing (a really good thing!) Nevertheless, because of the issues previously discussed, some kids feel free to post or send whatever they want while online without considering how that content can inflict pain - and sometimes cause severe psychological and emotional wounds.
For more from this informative article, please visit www.cyberbullying.org.
Additional resources can also be found on this website, including activity
sheets for teens, reference materials, multimedia, inspirational images and
cyberbullying stories.
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